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Mission

To address the
concerns of all women in Indiana and
eliminate barriers to equality

Vision

To be nationally recognized as a
premier group having achieved both equality
and improved quality of life for
the women of Indiana




Annual Report of the Indiana Commission for Women
1994-1995

Introduction

This annual report of the Indiana Commission for Women is prepared for Governor Evan
Bayh as required in Executive Order 92-15. Commission members met seven (7) times
during the year as directed by the order, in January, March, May, July, September, November
and December. This executive order identifies the following duties and responsibilities of the
Commission:

- conferring with agencies regarding the impact upon women of current and
emerging policies, procedures, practices, laws and administrative rules and
regulations.

- maintaining information about state agencies, private agencies and
organizations serving women, as well as lists of names and vitae of women
available to serve as agency appointees.

- cooperating with agencies and with private groups to combat discrimination
against women, including referral of complaints to the appropriate agencies or

organizations,

- gathering and disseminating information concerning women and women's issues
through publications, public hearings, conferences and other means.

- strengthening quality of home and work life for women as mothers, wives,

homemakers, caregivers, professionals and workers.

- promoting the consideration of qualified women for all levels of government,
private, and public organization positions.

- publicizing the purpose and activities of the Commission.

1994-95 Activities

1994-95 was a year of accomplishment and increased visibility for the Commission for
Women. Commission members and committee volunteers were instrumental in the
development of several exciting programs for women throughout the state. These programs
and projects included:

H.B. 1644

The Indiana Commission for Women actively supported H.B, 1644, a bill authored by




Commission member and State Representative Susan Crosby in the 1995 legislative session.
This bill allowed a donation to be made from individual state tax refunds for use in areas of
breast and cervical cancer screening, and follow-up treatment for indigent women. The
donations would provide funds to initiate a breast and cervical cancer screening program at
the State Board of Health, Connie Rufenbarger, along with the Breast Cancer Coalition,
worked in support of the bill. However, the legislation eventually died after passage in the
Indiana Senate.

Cooperation with Step Ahead

In an effort to strengthen the quality of home and work life for women as mothers and
professionals, the Indiana Commission for Women became involved with local and regional
councils of the Step Ahead program. This cooperative effort was an attempt to address
childcare concerns in a united fashion. Topping the agenda was the issue of company
sponsored child care.

Commission members June Luse and Sarah Morgan met with Step Ahead representative
June Tonk to discuss how to help working mothers be assured their children receive quality
care from qualified caregivers. The three women identified the key to success in this
endeavor as the workplace.  They found that companies that offer childcare programs cite
improvements in absenteeism, tardiness and turnover as well as in morale, productivity and
recruitment.

Sarah Morgan continues to be active with the local Step Ahead council in her own
community of Madison, Indiana. She has attended several child care seminars with the local
Step Ahead Coordinator,

Altrusa "Nineties Club"

June Luse, along with the Bedford Altrusa Club, initiated a support committee in October
1993. The program was developed in conjunction with the Lawrence County Department
of Family Services. It was designed to help young women move off welfare and into the
workforce. By the end of 1994, the group disbanded because of the core group of ten
women, eight had jobs. The support group worked to develop the women's self-esteem and
improve their life skills.

It is hoped that this group will be used as a pilot program for other communities throughout
the state.

Status Reporits
The Commission for Women began publication of a news letter called the Status Report. The

Status Report is published twice yearly by the Indiana Civil Rights Commission, It
documents the activities of the Commission for Women and serves as an informational tool.
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Fair Pay Factsheet

The Pay Equity Subcommittee of the Economic Status of Women committee, under the
leadership of Linda Edington and Ruth Vignati, compiled a Fair Pay Factsheet to serve as
an informational tool. The factsheet details the issue of pay equity and the explains the Fair
Pay Act of 1994. This factsheet was distributed at various conferences and meetings
sponsored by the Commission for Women. Ruth Vignati made invaluable contacts with
Susan Bianchi-Sand and the National Committee on Pay Equity. Through those contacts,
Bianchi-Sand spoke in Indianapolis at the June, 1994 Annual Meeting of the Indiana
Consortium of State and Local Human Rights Agencies and a Committee Representative
spoke at the Women and Work Conference,

Women's Economic Summit

On Saturday June 17, 1995 the first Indiana Women's Economic Summit was held at Ivy
Tech State College in Indianapolis. The event was organized by chairperson Barbara
Hansen and members of the Economic Status of Women Committee of the Indiana
Commission for Women. The Women's Bureau of the U.S. Department of Labor, Region V
provided financial support.

’

Approximately forty (40) women from various socio-economic backgrounds attended the
Summit. The women were divided into small groups led by a trained facilitator, to discuss
issues impacting their economic lives. The issues and concerns ranged from pay equity to
sexual harassment, glass ceiling, to quality child and elder care. The Summit gave the
participants an opportunity to express their own ideas for solutions. Input from the summit
was summarized in a report written by Joanne Sanders.

This summit was designed to serve as a pilot program for other communities throughout the
state. Following the summit in Indianapolis, a how-to kit was assembled by Barbara
Hansen to assist other communities in organizing their own event.

Kentucky Connection

On July 23-24, 1995 Joanne Sanders, Ruth Vignati, and Andrea Hadley travelled to
Louisville representing the Indiana Commission for Women at the Kentucky Women's
Economic Summit. The Summit was an all-day affair sponsored by the Kentucky Women
Advocates. The Indiana delegation had an opportunity to meet with Marsha Weinstein,
Executive Director of the Kentucky Commission for Women. They shared ideas and
experiences on involvement with Commissions for Women.

Take Action for Women's Health Week in Indiana

Governor Bayh designated the week of September 18-22, 1995 as Take Action for Women's
Health Week in Indiana. The event was sponsored by the Indiana Commission for Women,
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Indiana Committee on Women's Health, Indiana State Department of Health and Eli Lilly and
Company.

The week marked the official public release of the booklet, Indiana Women's Call to Action
Jor Health, and a companion piece, Take Action for Women's Health. These publications
included facts, trends, and resources for fifteen major health issues affecting Indiana women.

Activities during the week included, a proclamation of Women's Health Week and press
Conference in the State House Rotunda, a Sexual Assault Conference, and a National
Women's Health Panel Discussion and Health Fair. The Honorable Pamela Carter, Indiana
Attorney General, moderated the expert panel speaking on depression, osteoporosis,
menopause and female cancers.

Statutory Indiana Commission for Women

In the fall of 1995, Joanne Sanders, Ruth Vignati, Andrea Hadley, and Marla
Zimmerman held the first meeting to begin organizing a coalition to promote the passage of
a bill that would give the Indiana Commission for Women permanent statutory status. A core
committee of women acted as the driving force behind the effort. These women included:
Jill Chambers, Jan Ellis, Sheila Gold, Linda Edington, Patricia Orloff Grow, Melissa
Martin, Barbara Hansen, Kim Hackett, Ann Neal-Winston, Rita Venable, Michelle
Sherbun, Jan Williams, and Marilyn Sadler. The coalition is now comprised of many
organizations and individuals (including the Indiana Commission for Women) from all over
the state. As a result, S.B. 500 was introduced in the Senate during the 1996 short legislative
session. S.B. 500 sailed through both chambers of the legislature and was signed into law by
Governor Bayh on March 6, 1996.

In addition to those mentioned above, many other members of the current Indiana
Commission for Women committed their time and resources to support the passage of S.B.
500, These members included: Pam Border, June Luse, Karen Freeman-Wilson, Sarah
Morgan, Connie Rufenbarger, Judy Clark, Harriet Chaflant, Annette Henderson, Sue
Cook and Sandra Leek. Mary Ann Maroon-Davis, lobbyist for Gender Fairness and
Planned Parenthood, and Andrea Hadley acted as the primary lobbyists for S.B. 500.

S.B. 500 was authored in the Senate by Senators Becky Skillman and Vi Simpson. Co-
sponsors in the Senate included: Tom Wyss, Beverly Gard, Teresa Lubbers, Sue Landske,
Kathy Smith, Bob Hellmann, Billic Breaux, Anita Bowser, Katie Wolf, Earline Rogers,
Sandy Dempsey, Glenn Howard, Richard Thompson, and Robert Meeks. The bill passed
out of the Senate with a vote of 47-3,

In the House, S.B. 500 was sponsored by Senators Sue Scholer and Susan Crosby. Co-
sponsors in the House included: Veneta Becker, Katherine Willing, Mary Kay Budak,
Mae Dickinson, Cleo Dune¢an, Barbara Engle, Gloria Goeglein, Irene Heffley, Sheila
Klinker, Sally Rideout Lambert, Claire Leuck, Candy Morris, Phyllis Pond, Kathy
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Richardson, Vanessa Summers, Esther Wilson, Martha Womacks, and Robert Hayes.
The bill passed out of the House with a vote of 92-5.

S.B. 500 will be effective July 1, 1996. The bill provides for a fourteen member commissior
appointed by the Governor, Senate President pro tempore and the Speaker of the House. The
Commission will remain under the aegis of the Civil Rights Commission.




Indiana Commission for Women

Anne Nobles, Chair
Indianapolis

Pamela Ann Border, Vice Chair
Yorktown

Harriet Chalfant
New Albany

Barbara Cook (resigned 1995)
West Lafayette

Susan Cook
Carmel

The Honorable Susan R. Crosby
State Representative
Roachdale

Janet Ellis
Noblesville

Karen Freeman-Wilson
Gary

Annette Henderson
Carmel

Judy Jackson
Columbus

The Honorable Sue Landske
State Senator
Cedar Lake

Sandra Leek
Indianapolis

Neva June Luse
Bedford

Membership

Melissa Martin
Indianapolis

Sarah T. Morgan
Madison

Connie Rufenbarger
Warsaw

Joanne Sanders
Indianapolis

Ex-officio Member

Susan Bayh
First Lady of the State of Indiana

The Honorable Pam Carter
Attorney General, State of Indiana

Judy O'Bannon
Chair, Indiana Dept, of Commerce
Main Street Council

The Honorable Marjorie O'Laughlin
Treasurer, State of Indiana

The Honorable Suellen Reed
Superintendent of Public Instruction
State of Indiana
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STATI O INDIANA
EXELUTIVE DEPARTMENT
INDIANAPOLE

EXECUTIVE ORDER 93:1

FOR: APPOINTING HONORARY MEMBERS AND THE DIRECTOR OF THE [INDLANA CIVIL RIGHTS COMMISSION TO THE INDIANA COMMISSION FOR WOMEN

TO ALL TQ W{IOM THESE PRESENTS MAY COME, GREETINGS!

WHEREAS, the Indiana Commission for Women was astablished on July 14, 1992 by Executive Order 92-15; and

WHEREAS, the Indiana Commission for Wamen is cumently compnsed of sevenizen {17) members whe represent diverse geographical, racial, etanic, age. education, voluntees. tconomic
and emploiyment pepulahions: xnd

WHEREAS, the Indiana Commission for Women is cumently a wait of the Indiana Cavil Rights Commission; and

WHEREAS, iLis irs the best interest of the citizens of the Staie of Indiana and the Indizna Commission for Women 1o seek representation and counsel from women in public life who serve

Hoosiers through thelr velunieer and civic sctivtties; and

WHEREAS, fifty percent of the statzwide officenolders in the Sue of Indiana are women and it is in the best interest of the citizens of the St of Indiana dnd the fndiana Commistion for
Women to seek repreencaion and counsel from the women whe have bean ekecled to staewide offices and from other public officials: and

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the ciuzens of the State of Indiana and the Indiana Commission for Women {0 appoint the Directar of the Indiansn Civil Rights Commission as a futl
member of the Commission;
NOW THEREFORE, [, Evan Bayh, by virue of the autharity vestzd in me as the Governot of the State of Indiana, da heraby order that:

B All provisicns of Executive Order 92-15 which established the Indians Commission for Women (hereinafier the *Commission ™), remain in full force and effect
2. The Director of the Indiana Civil Rights Comamission is appointed &5 & full membes of the Comenistion for a four year term,
3 The following statewide elected officials are appointed as ohonorary, e officic members of the Commission fof the dureation of their respective terms in publi office:

The Honorable Pamala Carter
Atlorney Genera of the State of Indiana

The Honorable Suelien Reed
Superiniendent of Public Instruction for the State of Indiana

The Honorable Marjorie OLaughlin
Treasurer of the State of Indiana

The Honorable Ana G. Devore
Auditor of the State of Indiana

4 The following individuals are appointed as honorary, ex officio membet of the Comumission for & four year teem:

Mrs. Susan Bayh
First Lady of the State of indiara
Henorary Chalrperson of Indiana Literacy Coalition

Mrs. Judy O'Bannon
Chairperson of Indiana Department of Commerce Main Street Councll

5 Mzmbers wad honorary members of the Commission shall receive no compensation, but shall be reimbursed for necessary expeases aceually incurred in the conduct of their official
business, a5 providad in the state guvei and expense policies and procedures esublished by the Depanment of Adminisation and approved by the Stae Budget Agency.

N TEESTINONY WERFWOF, I havo herounto swal oy
hand ana caumed t0 be affiroad the Gooal Sedl
of Lo Etatno of Indlema ak tha Capitol in
irdianapolis vn the Aed day of

Fubeuary, 1993,

A3l

EY TUR HOYERROMN  Evan DAYh
Sagvarnur i Indlanx

Amdf:{.‘ﬂngnntt

Eecretury af dtate

R R R R R O O S RSt

RN

54

oy

f;g'

5

Crgliee
3]

P

¥
hie

\..h
B

5493



